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MINNESOTA REPORTING OF MALTREATMENT OF MINORS – 626.556 
 
Subdivision 1.  Public Policy – The legislature herby declares that the public policy of this state is to protect children whose health or 
welfare may be jeopardized through physical abuse, neglect, or sexual abuse.  While it is recognized that most parents want to keep 
their children safe, sometimes circumstances or conditions interfere with their ability to do so.  When this occurs, families are best 
served by interventions that engage their protective capacities and address immediate safety concerns and ongoing risks of child 
maltreatment.  In furtherance of this public policy, it is the intent of the legislature under this section to strengthen the family and 
make the home, school, and community safe for children by promoting responsible child care in all settings, and to provide, when 
necessary, a safe temporary or permanent home environment for physically or sexually abused or neglected children. 

In addition, it is the policy of this state to require the reporting of neglect, physical or sexual abuse of children in the home, 
school, and community settings, to provide for the voluntary reporting of abuse or neglect of children, to require a family assessment, 
when appropriate, as the preferred response to reports not alleging substantial child endangerment, to require an investigation when 
the report alleges substantial child endangerment, and to provide protective, family support, and family preservation services when 
needed in appropriate cases. 
 
"Physical abuse" means any physical injury, mental injury, or threatened injury, inflicted by a person responsible for the child's care 
on a child other than by accidental means, or any physical or mental injury that cannot reasonably be explained by the child's history 
of injuries, or any aversive or deprivation procedures, or regulated interventions, that have not been authorized under section 121A.67 
or 245.825.  Abuse does not include reasonable and moderate physical discipline of a child administered by a parent or legal guardian 
which does not result in an injury. Abuse does not include the use of reasonable force by a teacher, principal, or school employee as 
allowed by section 121A.582. Actions which are not reasonable and moderate include, but are not limited to, any of the following that 
are done in anger or without regard to the safety of the child:  

(1) throwing, kicking, burning, biting, or cutting a child; 
(2) striking a child with a closed fist; 
(3) shaking a child under age three; 
(4) striking or other actions which result in any non-accidental injury to a child under 18 months of age; 
(5) unreasonable interference with a child's breathing; 
(6) threatening a child with a weapon, as defined in section 609.02, subdivision 6;  
(7) striking a child under age one on the face or head; 
(8) purposely giving a child poison, alcohol, or dangerous, harmful, or controlled substances which were not prescribed for the 

child by a practitioner, in order to control or punish the child; or other substances that substantially affect the child's behavior, 
motor coordination, or judgment or that results in sickness or internal injury, or subjects the child to medical procedures that 
would be unnecessary if the child were not exposed to the substances; 

(9) unreasonable physical confinement or restraint not permitted under section 609.379, including but not limited to tying, 
caging, or chaining; or  

(10) in a school facility or school zone, an act by a person responsible for the child's care that is a violation under section 121A.58.  
 
"Neglect" means the commission or omission of any of the acts specified under clauses (1) to (9), other than by accidental means: 

(1) failure by a person responsible for a child's care to supply a child with necessary food, clothing, shelter, health, medical, or 
other care required for the child's physical or mental health when reasonably able to do so; 

(2) failure to protect a child from conditions or actions that seriously endanger the child's physical or mental health when 
reasonably able to do so, including a growth delay, which may be referred to as a failure to thrive, that has been diagnosed by 
a physician and is due to parental neglect; 

(3) failure to provide for necessary supervision or child care arrangements appropriate for a child after considering factors as the 
child's age, mental ability, physical condition, length of absence, or environment, when the child is unable to care for the 
child's own basic needs or safety, or the basic needs or safety of another child in their care; 

(4) failure to ensure that the child is educated as defined in sections 120A.22 and 260C.163, subdivision 11, which does not 
include a parent's refusal to provide the parent's child with sympathomimetic medications, consistent with section 125A.091, 
subdivision 5;  

(5) nothing in this section shall be construed to mean that a child is neglected solely because the child's parent, guardian, or other 
person responsible for the child's care in good faith selects and depends upon spiritual means or prayer for treatment or care 
of disease or remedial care of the child in lieu of medical care; except that a parent, guardian, or caretaker, or a person 
mandated to report pursuant to subdivision 3, has a duty to report if a lack of medical care may cause serious danger to the 
child's health. This section does not impose upon persons, not otherwise legally responsible for providing a child with 
necessary food, clothing, shelter, education, or medical care, a duty to provide that care; 

(6) prenatal exposure to a controlled substance, as defined in section 253B.02, subdivision 2, used by the mother for a 
nonmedical purpose, as evidenced by withdrawal symptoms in the child at birth, results of a toxicology test performed on the 
mother at delivery or the child at birth, or medical effects or developmental delays during the child's first year of life that 
medically indicate prenatal exposure to a controlled substance;  

(7) "medical neglect" as defined in section 260C.007, subdivision 6, clause (5);  
(8) chronic and severe use of alcohol or a controlled substance by a parent or person responsible for the care of the child that 

adversely affects the child's basic needs and safety; or 
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(9) emotional harm from a pattern of behavior which contributes to impaired emotional functioning of the child which may be 
demonstrated by a substantial and observable effect in the child's behavior, emotional response, or cognition that is not within 
the normal range for the child's age and stage of development, with due regard to the child's culture. 

 
"Sexual abuse" means the subjection of a child by a person responsible for the child's care, by a person who has a significant 
relationship to the child, as defined in section 609.341, or by a person in a position of authority, as defined in section 609.341, 
subdivision 10, to any act which constitutes a violation of section 609.342 (criminal sexual conduct in the first degree), 609.343 
(criminal sexual conduct in the second degree), 609.344 (criminal sexual conduct in the third degree), 609.345 (criminal sexual 
conduct in the fourth degree), or 609.3451 (criminal sexual conduct in the fifth degree). Sexual abuse also includes any act which 
involves a minor which constitutes a violation of prostitution offenses under sections 609.321 to 609.324 or 617.246. Sexual abuse 
includes threatened sexual abuse.  

"Person responsible for the child's care" means (1) an individual functioning within the family unit and having 
responsibilities for the care of the child such as a parent, guardian, or other person having similar care responsibilities, or (2) an 
individual functioning outside the family unit and having responsibilities for the care of the child such as a teacher, school 
administrator, other school employees or agents, or other lawful custodian of a child having either full-time or short-term care 
responsibilities including, but not limited to, day care, babysitting whether paid or unpaid, counseling, teaching, and coaching. 
 
MANDATED REPORTER: 
A professional who is engaged in the practice of the healing arts (doctors, nurses, dentists) or a professional's delegate who is engaged 
in the practice of the healing arts, social services, hospital administration, psychological or psychiatric treatment, child care, education, 
correctional supervision, probation and correctional services, or law enforcement and clergy.  This also includes day care staff; group 
home staff, therapists, foster parents, pharmacists and guardian ad litems. 
 
WHEN TO REPORT: 
When you know or have reason to believe a child is being neglected or physically or sexually abused or has been neglected or 
physically or sexually abused within the preceding three years.  
 
Mandated reporters must immediately make an oral/verbal report directly to Social Services or Law Enforcement.  Reporting to 
the worker’s superior does not release the mandated reporter from his/her reporting obligation.  The reporter must file a written 
report within 72 hours (excluding weekends and holidays) after making the oral/verbal report unless the appropriate agency has 
informed the reporter that the oral information does not constitute a report under subdivision 10. 
 
If requested, the local welfare agency or the agency responsible for assessing or investigating the report shall inform the reporter 
within ten days after the report is made, either orally or in writing, whether the report was accepted for assessment or investigation. 
 
WHAT TO REPORT: 

1. Suspected abuse or neglect as defined above. 
2. Specific information regarding your concerns: 

a. Who is being abused or neglected? 
b. When did this happen? 
c. How frequently does this happen? 
d. Where did this happen? 
e. Who is the alleged offender? 
f. Are there injuries currently? 
g. Where is the child now? 

3. Demographic information regarding the child(ren) and the family (i.e., name(s), address, phone number, place of 
employment, siblings, birth dates of all involved or approximate ages). 

 
WHERE TO REPORT: 

1. From 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM – Social Services (328-6400) 
2. After 5:00 PM, on weekends, or on holidays 

a. After Hours Social Worker (535-5625), or 
b. Law Enforcement (328-6800), or 
c. 911 

Social Services and Law Enforcement are mandated to exchange information with each other in child protection cases. 
 
PROTECTION FOR REPORTERS: 
The name of the reporter is confidential and may be disclosed by Court Order only.  All reporters have immunity from civil or 
criminal liability when acting in good faith.  Mandated reporters also have immunity from retaliation by their employers for 
making a report. 
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