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ORONOCO TOWNSHIP
OLMSTED COUNTY

BRIDGE L6322
COUNTY ROAD 121
(90TH STREET NW)

 4 Span Bridge over South Fork 
of the Zumbro River

— 72-foot Truss Main Span
— 3 Steel Beam Appr. Spans
— 150-foot Total Length
— 16-foot width
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CONSTRUCTION, 
MAINTENANCE & 
REPAIR HISTORY

 1895: Original Construction

 1908: Washed Out in Flood

 1970s: East Approach Spans

 1980: Closed to Vehicles

 2011: Closed to All 
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FRANK’S FORD BRIDGE / 
RED BRIDGE

HISTORIC 
SIGNIFICANCE

 Listed in the National Register of 
Historic Places (NRHP) in 1980

 Significant for:

— Association with bridge engineer 
and builder Horace E. Horton

— Early use of Steel Bridge 
Construction

— Early example of a Pratt Through 
Truss in Minnesota

PHOTO CIRCA 1979
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BRIDGE 92366 – 1885

HANOVER BRIDGE

WRIGHT COUNTY

BRIDGE 4846 – 1875

VERNON BRIDGE

LE SUEUR COUNTY

BRIDGE L6322 – 1895

FRANK’S FORD BRIDGE

OLMSTED COUNTY

HORACE E. HORTON &
PRATT THROUGH TRUSSES IN MINNESOTA 
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SUBSTRUCTURE CONDITION – PIERS AND ABUTMENTS

West Stone Masonry Abutment West Truss Pier Timber Pier Cap

West Stone Masonry Wingwall East Truss Pier Debris Accumulation
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SUPERSTRUCTURE CONDITION – FLOORBEAMS, TRUSS AND DECK

Stringer & Floorbeam Corrosion Seized Pin & Warped Chord Truss Connection

Top Chord Vertical Member Lattice Deck & Railing
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LEAD FEDERAL AGENCY OWNER CONSULTING ENGINEERSECTION 106 REVIEWER

SECTION 106 OF THE NATIONAL HISTORIC PRESERVATION ACT
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ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS
ALTERNATIVE 1

DO NOTHING
ALTERNATIVE 2

REHABILITATE IN PLACE
ALTERNATIVE 3

RELOCATE

PUBLIC SAFETY SIGNIFICANT PUBLIC 
SAFETY RISK

VEHICULAR CROSSING RISK 
DUE TO LOCATION

NO PUBLIC SAFETY 
CONCERNS

HYDRAULICS/ 
MAINTENANCE

OVER MAJOR WATERWAY 
(OVERTOPPING/DEBRIS)

OVER MAJOR WATERWAY 
(OVERTOPPING/DEBRIS)

NOT PLANNED TO BE  OVER 
MAJOR WATERWAY

BRIDGE 
CONDITION IMMINENT FAILURE GOOD GOOD

FUTURE USE NO FUTURE USE PED CROSSING SERVING 
LOCAL RESIDENTS

PEDESTRIAN CROSSING 
SERVING GENERAL PUBLIC

HISTORIC 
PROPERTY

EVENTUAL LOSS OF 
HISTORIC BRIDGE

PRESERVES HISTORIC 
BRIDGE FOR FUTURE 

GENERATIONS

PRESERVES HISTORIC 
BRIDGE FOR FUTURE 

GENERATIONS
FUNDING 

OPPORTUNITIES N/A INELIGIBLE FOR STATE 
FUNDING

ELIGIBLE FOR STATE 
FUNDING

COST $0 $2.5M - $3.1M $1.8M - $2.4M



10

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS
ALTERNATIVE 1

DO NOTHING
ALTERNATIVE 2

REHABILITATE IN PLACE
ALTERNATIVE 3

RELOCATE

PUBLIC SAFETY SIGNIFICANT PUBLIC 
SAFETY RISK

VEHICULAR CROSSING RISK 
DUE TO LOCATION

NO PUBLIC SAFETY 
CONCERNS

HYDRAULICS/ 
MAINTENANCE

OVER MAJOR WATERWAY 
(OVERTOPPING/DEBRIS)

OVER MAJOR WATERWAY 
(OVERTOPPING/DEBRIS)

NOT PLANNED TO BE  OVER 
MAJOR WATERWAY

BRIDGE 
CONDITION IMMINENT FAILURE GOOD GOOD

FUTURE USE NO FUTURE USE PED CROSSING SERVING 
LOCAL RESIDENTS

PEDESTRIAN CROSSING 
SERVING GENERAL PUBLIC

HISTORIC 
PROPERTY

EVENTUAL LOSS OF 
HISTORIC BRIDGE

PRESERVES HISTORIC 
BRIDGE FOR FUTURE 

GENERATIONS

PRESERVES HISTORIC 
BRIDGE FOR FUTURE 

GENERATIONS
FUNDING 

OPPORTUNITIES N/A INELIGIBLE FOR STATE 
FUNDING

ELIGIBLE FOR STATE 
FUNDING

COST $0 $2.5M - $3.1M $1.8M - $2.4M
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REMOVAL PLANS – AT RIVER
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REMOVAL PLANS - APPROACHES

WEST APPROACH – PROPOSED CUL-DE-SAC EAST APPROACH – PROPOSED HAMMERHEAD TURN-AROUND
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